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Five Clip-On Tuners Reviewed

We test models by Crafter, Planet Waves, Sabine, Seiko, and TuneTech.

By Teja Gerken

regardiess ot a player’s skill, setting, or styhe of music. These days, three main

cabegorics make up the tuner market: the shll-popular handheld or tabletop
dasigns found in first-genaration tuners, pedal tuners for stage wse, and miniature kirers
that clip directly ta the instrument. Fioneered by OnBoard Reseanch with its Inteflitouch
tuner, the portable and compact dip-on turer has expenienced a surge n popularity ovar
thie past fow years.

Clip=on tuners, which use piero technology 1o sense vibrations, offer soveral
advantages-=they're small enough to fit into the accessory compartment of a guitar case,
they'ne easly accesible whan cipped to the headstock while playing, and-—because they
sense the guitar's vibration with a sensor buit into their clips—they work well in lowd
ersranmants. In addition, mast cip-an tuners are priced at the afordable end of the
alectronic turar spectrum {list prices indicated below). In other words, there’s a lat to like
about these tunars.

For this review, we gathered five dipeon tuners made by Crafter, Flanet Waves, Sabine,
Seiko, and TuneTech {Intellitcuch and Korg-—both leaders in the clip-on tuner held-—will
replace ther cen popular models with naw tuners in the months to comal. A1 of our
teatured models are chromatic tuners, which means that they can recognize any note
imany guitar-specific tuners are often mited to the E & G B E notes that make up
stanciard tuning). Thay can alss be calibrabed to notes other than the A=440 prich
stanciand, a feature that is handy it you're playing along with instruments like pianao] that
may be slightly sharp or fat but aren’t easily retuned. Some of the units also have built-in
mics, which enables tham to double as tabletop uners.

To put these tuners through ther paces, | used a Martin OM, a Juan Hupe flamenco,
and a Taylor 355 12.string tursad low (B P B E P Bl In addition, | ket 5 Plaret Wases Tru
Stroba tunor on hand 1o wse as a reference 10 test acouracy.

f n alectronic turar is ona of the first accessories a guitarist should scquire-

PLAMET WAVES

HEADSTOCK TUNER

549.9%, planetwaves.com

‘While mast of the tuners | checked aut
swived on a universal joint, Manat Waves'
brand new Headstock Tuner feakures an
integrated wnen'dip deson. The design
enables Flanet Waves 1o make the tuner
much less Bulky than the others,
because the clip takes up almost no
additonal space {overall dimensions,
inchrding the clip, are about 2V 115 =
1 inchas), and climinates a potantsl spot
tor breaicage, making this a tunar you
can throw into youwr gig bag or jadoet
pockat without much wormye. The Flanet
Waves display and contral set ane simple
and unduttered, employing a simulabed
needle and mote indicator. Once incine,
thix backlit display changes trom a dark
red to a bright green. There are only teo
butions: a powar button on the front of
the unit and a “frequency” button (far
calibrating the tuner o notes other than
L=040) behind the display. Tha funar
has only chromatic mode, and theme's no
microphone. The clip itself s a clever
diasign that employs the tuner body as
the top halt of the clip and a pivating
pad as tha botbom.

In practice, the Headstack Tuner
worked very wiell—the digital
“neadle” was precise and
analog-iloz in its responsiveness,
and the unit was quick 1o seree

and hald even the low notes an
miy 1 Z-string. Gwen its acouracy
and klutz-proot, rugged
design, it's a salid new entry bo
the clip-on tuner market.



